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Unit Election Ceremony with video 

 Reader 1 Good morning/afternoon/evening.  Thank you for inviting us.  My name is __________ 
and this is __________.  We are from the Glacier Hills Chapter of the Wag-O-Shag 
Odder of the Arrow Lodge.  Today we will hold an election for new Order of the Arrow 
members from your troop/crew.  First we’ll watch a video about the Order of the Arrow 
and then __________ and I will provide some information about our Lodge.  Then we’ll 
have the election, but first the video. 

(Show Video Now) 

 Reader 1 Before starting the election, I would like to give a brief history of the our Lodge.  In late 
1943 and early 1944 Charles W. Woodson, Potawatomi Area Council Executive at the 
time, conferred frequently with William G. Hoffman, then Samoset Council Executive and 
Adviser to Area P of the Order of the Arrow, about starting a lodge in our council. 
Application for a lodge charter was submitted and approved by the National Council on 
October 21, 1944 for the Potawatomi Area Lodge.  The name "Wag-O-Shag" which was 
derived from the word "Waugooshance".  Waugooshance, in the tongue of the 
Potawatomi Indians means "little foxes". 

 Reader 2 The Lodge participated with Mikano Lodge from Milwaukee County Council at first until 
we became fully operational.  The first lodge tapout took place at Indian Mound 
Reservation during summer camp periods.  During the summer of 1945, 12 senior 
scouts and adults were tapped out by our ritual team.  Ordeal was then completed while 
still in camp. 

 Reader 1 The following year Camp Long Lake was opened for summer camp.  At that time all OA 
ceremonies were held at its secret campfire location off the camp property and which 
was eventually completed with a concrete altar.  Over the years the Lodge has always 
been the leader at Area and Sectional Meetings as well as the National Order of the 
Arrow Conferences.  The Wag-O-Shag Lodge has done an all out effort to improve and 
promote Camp Long Lake as well. 

 Reader 2 Over the years, several buildings at Camp Long Lake were built by the OA, such as, 2 
adirondack shelters which were later screened in, the original dining shelter, a log cabin, 
which was originally intended to be half its present size and serve as the OA office 
during summer camp, and a storage building for OA equipment during the rest of the 
year.  All in all, the Wag-O-Shag Lodge truly exemplifies what the Order of the Arrow is 
really about. 

 Reader 1 Currently our Lodge has over 500 members. We have two conferences a year at Camp 
Long Lake, a Lodge service project and several opportunities for fellowship including a 
winter banquet and the Section Conclave in September.  The Chapter meets each 
month along side the District Round Table meeting.  There is also a monthly Lodge 
Executive Committee or LEC meeting.  Members can check our news letter called the 
Fox for times and dates. 
 
Yearly dues are only $12 and that gives the members the right to wear the Lodge pocket 
patch. 
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 Reader 2 Each troop and crew should have an Order of The Arrow Representative, a Unit 
leadership position.  All OA Reps are encouraged to attend Chapter and LEC meetings.  
They are responsible for keeping your Unit up to date with OA activities. 

(Identify and recognize the OA Rep at this time.  Thank them for their service.) 

  Anyone who has completed the Ordeal can participate.  We are always looking for 
members to help out on various committees at both the Lodge and Chapter levels.  Each 
District in our Council has its own Chapter. 
 
Before we announce the names of those eligible and begin the election, are there any 
questions? 

 Reader 1 The following members of this unit have met the camping and advancement 
requirements and are eligible for election, as certified by your unit leader. Will you stand 
and form a line over here (point) as your names are called. 

(Announce each candidate - as they are listed on the ballot). 

 Reader 1 Scouts, you should now answer each of the questions to yourself; your answer will help 
you make the right selections. 

 Reader 2 Who in this group is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout? Who is pleasant 
and easy to get along with? Is he kind and helpful? In all, if you were a Tenderfoot 
Scout, would you like to hike and camp with him? 

 Reader 1 Who is cheerful even when he has many tiresome jobs to do? Who smiles whenever he 
can? Who obeys promptly and cheerfully? Does he control his temper? If you were at 
camp with him for several weeks, do you think you would enjoy it? 

 Reader 2 Who is always ready to give unselfish and wholehearted service to others? Who, in 
swerving others, can forget his own desires and interests? Who has served your unit all 
year round, faithfully attending your meetings and helping you with service projects? Do 
you think he will continue his service in the future? If you were his Patrol leader, could 
you depend on him? 

 Reader 1 In all, ask yourselves: Who in this group by living the Scout Oath and Law, serves your 
fellow Scouts with such and example of brotherhood and cheerfulness that you look up 
to him with deep respect and admiration? 

 Reader 2 Scouts, on the ballot you will be given check the names of the candidates who, in your 
opinion, have set the best examples of brotherhood, cheerfulness and service. 

 Reader 1 Vote for only those you believe will continue in unselfish service to your troop. If you feel 
that no one is worthy, turn in an unmarked ballot. If you are new to the troop/crew and do 
not know the candidates well enough to vote wisely, you should abstain by not turning in 
a ballot at all, and this will not affect the final result. Those eligible for election also vote, 
and they may vote for themselves if they feel they are worthy. 
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 Reader 2 Do not write in any other names or the ballot will be thrown out. When you are finished, 
fold the ballot only once and give the pencil and ballot to one of us on election team. 

(Hold Election Now) 

 Reader 1 The election results will not be announced and you should keep your vote to yourself as 
well.  Those elected will find out at the appropriate time.  For those of you who are 
already brothers in the Order of The Arrow, don’t forget to pay your dues and if you’re 
the O.A. Representative, please let the chapter know who you are so we can keep you 
informed. 

  Thank you again for your time and attention. 
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Unit Election Ceremony with no video 

 Reader 1 Good morning/afternoon/evening.  Thank you for inviting us.  My name is __________ 
and this is __________.  We are from the Glacier Hills Chapter of the Wag-O-Shag 
Odder of the Arrow Lodge.  Today we will hold an election for new Order of the Arrow 
members from your troop/crew.  First we’ll watch a video about the Order of the Arrow 
and then __________ and I will provide some information about our Lodge.  Then we’ll 
have the election, but first the video. 

 Reader 2 Fellow Boy Scouts, The Order of the Arrow is Scouting's National Honor Society. Its 
purpose is to recognize and honor those campers who best live up to the Scout Oath 
and Scout Law in their daily lives and to guide them in expanding the service that has 
made them outstanding. The Order promotes Scout camping and maintains camping 
traditions and spirit. It emphasizes that the good Scout camper is not only skilled in 
Scoutcraft, but also the ideals of Scouting and it tradition of the daily Good Turn. 

 Reader 1 The order off he Arrow was founded during the summer of 1915 at Treasure Island, the 
Philadelphia Council Scout camp located on an island in the Delaware River. The river 
runs between Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The Order off he Arrow was founded by 
Dr. E. Urner Goodman, along with Carroll A. Edson during summer camp in 1915. 

 Reader 2 The OA grew and grew and in 1948, the OA was integrated into the Boy Scouts of 
America. More than 1,000,000 million members have been inducted into the Order of the 
Arrow. Today there are more then 183,000 active members. 

 Reader 1 Before starting the election, I would like to give a brief history of the Our Lodge. In late 
1943 and early 1944 Charles W. Woodson, Potawatomi Area Council Executive at the 
time, conferred frequently with William G. Hoffman, then Samoset Council Executive and 
Adviser to Area P of the Order of the Arrow, about starting a lodge in our council. 
Application for a lodge charter was submitted and approved by the National Council on 
October 21, 1944, with the number 280 being designated for the Potawatomi Area 
Lodge. The name "Wag-O-Shag" which was derived from the word "Waugooshance". 
Waugooshance, in the tongue of the Potawatomi Indians meant "little foxes". 

 Reader 2 The lodge participated with Mikano Lodge #231 from Milwaukee County Council at first 
until we became fully operational. The first lodge tapout took place at Indian Mound 
Reservation during summer camp periods. During the summer of 1945, 12 senior scouts 
and adults were tapped out by our ritual team. Ordeal was then completed while still in 
camp. 

 Reader 1 The following year Long Lake was opened for summer camp. At that time all O.A. 
ceremonies were held at its secret campfire location off the camp property and was 
eventually completed with a concrete altar. Over the years the lodge has always been 
the leader at Area and Sectional Meetings as well as the National Order of the Arrow 
Conferences. The Wag-O-Shag Lodge has done an all out effort to improve and promote 
Camp Long Lake as well. 



 
Wag-O-Shag Lodge, Glacier Hills Chapter Election Script 

20100206 

 

 Reader 2 Over the years, several buildings at Camp Long Lake were built by the O.A., such as, 2 
Adirondack shelters which were later screened in, the original dining shelter - a log 
cabin, which was originally intended to be half its present size, and serve as the O.A. 
office during summer camp and a storage building for O.A. equipment during the rest of 
the year. All in all the Wag-O-Shag Lodge truly exemplifies what the Order of the Arrow 
is really about. 

 Reader 1 Currently our Lodge has over 500 members. We have two conferences a year at Long 
Lake, a lodge service project and several opportunities for fellowship including a winter 
banquet and the section conclave in September.  The chapter meets each month along 
side the leaders’ Round Table meeting and there is a monthly Lodge Executive 
Committee or LEC meeting.  Members can check our news letter called the Fox for 
times and dates. 
 
Yearly dues are only $12 and that gives the members the right to wear the Lodge pocket 
patch. 

 Reader 2 Each troop or crew has an Order of The Arrow representative who is encouraged to 
attend chapter and LEC meetings.  They are responsible for keeping your unit up to date 
with O.A. activities.  We are continually looking for members to help out on various 
committees at both the Lodge and Chapter levels. Each district in our council has its own 
Chapter. 
 
Before we announce the names of those eligible and begin the election, are there any 
questions? 

 Reader 1 The following members of this unit have met the camping and advancement 
requirements and are eligible for election, as certified by your unit leader. Will you stand 
and form a line over here (point) as your names are called. 

(Announce each candidate - as they are listed on the ballot). 

 Reader 1 Scouts, you should now answer each of the questions to yourself; your answer will help 
you make the right selections. 

 Reader 2 Who in this group is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout? Who is pleasant 
and easy to get along with? Is he kind and helpful? In all, if you were a Tenderfoot 
Scout, would you like to hike and camp with him? 

 Reader 1 Who is cheerful even when he has many tiresome jobs to do? Who smiles whenever he 
can? Who obeys promptly and cheerfully? Does he control his temper? If you were at 
camp with him for several weeks, do you think you would enjoy it? 

 Reader 2 Who is always ready to give unselfish and wholehearted service to others? Who, in 
swerving others, can forget his own desires and interests? Who has served your unit all 
year round, faithfully attending your meetings and helping you with service projects? Do 
you think he will continue his service in the future? If you were his Patrol leader, could 
you depend on him? 

 Reader 1 In all, ask yourselves: Who in this group by living the Scout Oath and Law, serves your 
fellow Scouts with such and example of brotherhood and cheerfulness that you look up 
to him with deep respect and admiration? 



 
Wag-O-Shag Lodge, Glacier Hills Chapter Election Script 

20100206 

 

 Reader 2 Scouts, on the ballot you will be given check the names of the candidates who, in your 
opinion, have set the best examples of brotherhood, cheerfulness and service. 

 Reader 1 Vote for only those you believe will continue in unselfish service to your troop. If you feel 
that no one is worthy, turn in an unmarked ballot. If you are new to the troop/crew and do 
not know the candidates well enough to vote wisely, you should abstain by not turning in 
a ballot at all, and this will not affect the final result. Those eligible for election also vote, 
and they may vote for themselves if they feel they are worthy. 

 Reader 2 Do not write in any other names or the ballot will be thrown out. When you are finished, 
fold the ballot only once and give the pencil and ballot to one of us on election team. 

(Hold Election Now) 

 Reader 1 The election results will not be announced and you should keep your vote to yourself as 
well.  Those elected will find out at the appropriate time.  For those of you who are 
already brothers in the Order of The Arrow, don’t forget to pay your dues and if you’re 
the O.A. Representative, please let the chapter know who you are so we can keep you 
informed. 

  Thank you again for your time and attention. 

 


